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	1. Chapter 1

I sat at my vanity, sliding the last of my hair pins into the intricate design that I almost always had my hair in. I let my hands fall down slowly through my loose dark red hair, over my bare shoulders, and over the silk of my black, gold, and white kimono. It was very loose, off both my shoulders and flowed over the ground around me, the slit allowing for my right leg to be seen at all times. My deep red obi tied tightly around my waist in a large bow that dragged in an arch on the floor. I always wore a small pair of black spandex shorts under my kimonos.

A knock sounded on my door. "Princess, there are four shinobi from Konohagakure here seeking an audience with you." Yoru spoke. Me?

I sighed, standing. I slipped onto my black heels and opened the double doors to my room. "They are aware that I am the only one in the land of fire currently?"

"Yes they are aware," Yoru nodded. "They said that they came to speak with specifically with you by request of the Hokage." Tsunade had sent them to speak with me? No one ever sent someone to speak with me.

I nodded. "I'll meet with them. Are they already in the hall?"

"Princess – you're not going to!" Yoru pleaded as I smirked and sidestepped. I was now sitting on my Mother's throne, cross legged. I often used this technique to go between where I currently was and where I had been before. It was quite handy for traveling long distances, as long as I could still envision the space.

The group of shinobi stood at the base of the steps. Their leader stood in front of the other three. He stood quite tall in green spandex, his hair cut into a bowl cut. One of the shinobi behind him looked just like a younger version of him. The last male was a Hyuga with long brown hair that went to his lower back where it was gathered together. The final member of their squad was a girl with her hair twisted into two buns. I could tell she had quite a few weapons hidden on her person. "Welcome to Taikagakure. Yoru informed me that you seek an audience with me."

The leader stepped forward and bowed deeply. His students did the same. "Princess Corrine, I am Might Guy, we've come on behalf of Tsunade – the fifth Hokage – to request any assistance that you can spare our village. We believe that soon the Akatsuki will attack."

"And what if I can't find a large number of shinobi to spare?" I mused, crossing my legs.

"Princess Corrine," Guy bowed deeper. I never liked people bowing to me. "Even one shinobi could change the outcome of the battle." Yoru rushed into the hall, panting heavily.

"Just one?" I asked, resting my chin in my palm – faking thought. "You would be happy to return to Konohagakure with a single shinobi?"

"Yes Princess Corrine." Guy said.

I smirked, rising from my mother's seat. "Then you'll have to get used to just calling me Corrine from here on out."

"My lady, you were requested by your parents to stay within the castle grounds. I cannot just let you disobey their orders." Yoru said between pants. The shinobi before me snuck concerned and confused glances.

"I cannot simply ignore a request made by the fifth Hokage," I kept my head high. Yoru's head fell, realizing that there was no way that he was going to be no way to make a stay. "Raise your heads. From here on out I am a comrade who will fight alongside you." All four shinobi slowly raised their heads.

"Prin- Corrine, thank you!" Guy cried in glee. The girl only rolled her eyes at her sensei's actions.

Yoru sighed, "I'll have the cooks prepare dinner for four more. I'll trust my lady to show you to your rooms." With that he stalked off through the same doors he had come through.

"Let me properly introduce myself, I am Corrine Ryokujyo. Nice to meet you all," I bowed my head slightly. The three students seemed a tad surprised by how casual my actions were.

"Nice to meet you Corrine, I am Rock Lee." The student that resembled his sensei bowed.

"Tenten," the girl bowed quickly.

"Neji Hyuga," the boy with lavender eyes bowed, staying for just a second before releasing it and standing upright.

I smiled at each of them, "it's a long journey from Konohagakure, please rest for the night here and recoup before we leave in the morning." I turned towards a large set of double doors, pushing them open with ease. "Please allow me to show you to your rooms for the evening." The group hesitantly followed me. They probably were not expecting me to lend myself as a shinobi. I walked just a few feet in front of them, maneuvering the complex of halls, pointing out rooms as we went. Kitchen, dining hall, my room, the like. "And these are your rooms," I smiled, tossing open another set of double doors. Inside of this room was a living room and four connecting bedrooms. We often used these rooms for visiting families or squads.

"It's gorgeous!" Tenten beamed. I smiled as I watched her eyes grow in awe as she looked over everything.

"Feel free to explore further," I continued as the rest of the team watched their friend. "Dinner will be served at seven sharp."

"Prin- Corrine," Guy corrected himself, "will you be in need of an escort?"

I let out a soft chuckle, "I will be just fine. After all, I'll be preparing my equipment for tomorrow."

"Weapons?" Tenten asked, her head peeking out of the first bedroom on the left.

I smiled, "yes, my weapons. I can't rely on jutsus to get me out of everything – can I?"

"M-may I come?" She asked quietly, trying to subdue her excitement.

She must be a weapon's expert. "Of course!" She hurriedly dropped her bag and scroll in her claimed room before standing at my side.

"I'll see you all at dinner!" She waved to her teammates as we continued down the hall. "So," she tried to begin a conversation, "what's your go to?"

"My naginata. I never leave on a mission without it." That seemed to peek her interest.

"How often do you get sent on missions?" We turned the corner down another long corridor.

I shrugged, "depends on what comes up and if my siblings are around. If there's someone to take care of any situations that arise – I'll go on a mission. It's been a while since my last one though. My brothers are almost always gone." I let out a laugh as we stopped in front of the door that lead to our own training room. "I was getting pretty bored to be honest."

I pushed open the door, allowing Tenten to walk in before me. Her jaw dropped as she took in my brother's favourite room. The floor was the same hardwood as most dojos. The ceiling was an extra story high to allow for special moves, and a special watch point for on lookers. "This is where you trained?"

I laughed, "more like where my brother's beat me up as a kid. And I beat them up now." I shrugged as Tenten smiled at the irony. I let the door close behind me as I crossed to the far side of the room. "We keep our supplies in the back here." I stood in front of the wall that was divided into three foot segments and slammed my palm into the center panel. The wall shook for a moment before it began to split at the center and fold in on itself until it could no longer. Tenten's eyes glimmered. "Feel free to try some out."

Tenten picked up a kusari-gama and twirled it in her hands with ease. "Would you like to spar?"

"Weapons only?" I asked as I picked up my naginata. The blade was curved slightly with a few dogtooth notches on its' slightly duller side – a strange quirk compared to most others. It allowed one side to rip while the other sliced. I held it by the black wood as we reached the center of the room.

Tenten beamed, "sounds fun! Normally it's Neji and I sparing with each other." I stood a few feet away from her, we took our stances. "Ready?"

"When you are," I smirked. She immediately threw the weighted end at me. I let it wrap around me left arm and gripped onto the chain. Tenten was surprised that I was going to try close combat. I lunged at her, pulling her where I wanted her. Our blades clashed, sending out sparks. She let the weighted end unravel so she could leap back. She reached into her pants pocket for a scroll. With one hand she threw it open and summoned another, much larger, kusari-gama. She held the chains, throwing the sickles at me. I used the blade of my naginata to deflect her attacks. She threw the sickles at my legs, I lunged forward as I avoided the blade. I paused with the blade of my naginata just inches from Tenten's chest. We held the position for a moment before I backed down.

Tenten heaved, staring at my blade. "Wow. You're good. Like, really good."

I shrugged, placing my naginata into my obi. I walked back over to the hull of weapons, pulling out a few basic items – shuriken, needles, kunai. "I prefer close combat rather than using nin or gen jutsus." I explained, slinging the belt of goodies over my shoulder.


	2. Chapter 2

I pulled myself out of bed, dawn barely breaking, and over to my closet. I grabbed a roll of bandages and began to wrap my abdomen. I pulled out my shinobi wear. Black halter that kept my back bare and stopped just below my bust and a small pair of black shorts. I threw on a light, white haori with the symbol of fire in red on the back. I strapped on my belt and thigh pouch. I gently picked up my naginata from its spot beside my door and slipped it into the loop in my belt. I threw my hair up into a bun, pinning it in place with twelve of my hair pins. I looked myself over in the mirror quickly, everything seemed in place. A knock sounded at my door. "Enter." I picked up my plate and strapped it around my waist, above my belt.

Yoru opened the door, a hand carrying in my breakfast. "I've sent the Konoha ninja their meals as well. They will meet you at the northern gate in a half hour." He stood there for a moment while the hand entered and left the tray of food on the table at the foot of my bed. She left hastily down the hall. "You should send for your brother to go instead."

"Yoru," I sighed. I picked up my tea cup, earl grey. "I am going." He opened his mouth to protest again. "Yoru, there is no way that I am going to stay one more day locked up here. I am going to make myself useful before I am stuck here again." I placed the empty tea cup down, took a croissant, picked up my small bag, and left through the door. He called after me, but I kept walking until I was outside the manor doors. I had already finished the pastry in my annoyance. I sighed, wiping my hand on my leg.

They were more than likely already on their way out to the gate, if not already almost there. I stretched out my neck as I began to walk down the path towards the northern gate. As soon as I had left the first gate out of the court yard, I could sense an unknown chakra signature. I kept walking, hands at my side, as if there was no change. I had just left the second of the three gates when he attacked. I rolled my eyes as I easily dodged his blade. He was tall and thin, long white hair framing his boyish face. What a shame.

"Princess Corrine, you'll be coming with me." He smirked, the edge of his kunai shining. His crescent moon headband had a crack through it.

"For the Akatsuki bounty," I questioned. I kept my head up, hands folded in front of me. He threw the kunai straight for my chest. I deflected it with a wind blade without moving an inch. A look of fear spread across his face. "It's too bad that you had a death wish." I turned and snapped my wrist. The boy immediately went up in flames, screaming for me to stop. I kept walking. It only took a mere moment before he stopped.

The Konohagakure shinobi were waiting outside of the final gate. Lee looked at me confused, "what was that smoke?"

I shrugged, "there was smoke?" I asked, using a few wind blades to the disperse the smoke. I turned around, "I don't see anything."

"Are you good to go?" Guy interrupted. I nodded, walking alongside Tenten as we exited the village. It was a day's journey on horseback, two by walking. We walked until the sun was high in the sky, peeking out from behind dark clouds. Something was off.

"I'm so hungry," Tenten groaned as we walked. "We've been walking forever. Let's take a break."

"We may not have time," I frowned. She looked at me curiously. I pointed to the dark clouds and birds that were seeming to rush from the direction of Konoha.

Neji nodded, "Lets head straight for the village."

"I'm going on ahead." I said, sidestepping before Guy or Tenten could object. I stood on top of the Hokage monument, the village below me looked to have been literally pushed away from the center outward. Jiraiya had smashed one of the six Pains into the ground. No. That was not Jiraiya. This kid could use the sage techniques too? He must be Naruto. Nature energy flowed around him. I smirked – I may not be needed after all. The first Pain summoned a large Rhino and attacked head on, but Naruto caught his horn and threw the summon out of the village before he moved to attack the others while his own summons attacked the other summons. He was able to take down a second Pain in a few more moments. I watched as he created two shadow clones and began to form a shuriken of wind and chakra. He threw it, just catching a third Pain and tearing him to shreds. He became locked in hand to hand combat with the fourth Pain – the one who could use summoning.

One of the frogs Naruto summoned covered the field in dust while another threw the bigger frog. The summons from the fourth Pain disappeared. The frog opened its mouth and spit out the Pain and Naruto. He was no longer in sage mode. Guess it's time – oh, wait. Naruto was still going. He had something planned with that large scroll he had been carrying around. I watched intently as the frog used the scroll to reverse summon another Naruto. No, a clone. I wanted to laugh, he had found a way to easily restore his chakra to perform the sage jutsu. He let another shuriken go, but the second Pain defended it by absorbing it. Damn, the fifth one had taken the time to revive him. A cloud of red dust blew up around Naruto. He took out the fifth Pain by tricking the others on who he was attacking by attacking all of them. The sixth Pain became surrounded by his three large toad summoning's, but was able to repeal them back. Shit, the battle was turning – Naruto was caught in the second Pain's arms. No! He was sucking out all of Naruto's sage energy. I smirked as he began to pull more energy back in. The second pain had turned into a stone frog. One puppet left. I turned my head as Naruto's hands were stabbed together into the ground.

Guess it was my turn now. I turned to jumped into the area, but stopped when a flash crossed the field. Who was this girl that jumped into the middle of the fight?! She had those same lavender eyes – a Hyuga. I gasped, she must be the daughter of the head of their clan. I had met her once when we were much younger. She was poised to attack Pain, but turned and began to attack the black rods that were keeping Naruto in the ground. I felt chakra swirl around her fists as she lunged at Pain landing a hit, then at Naruto again. Pain put his palm up to repulse. I sidestepped into the blow.

"Who the hell are you?" Naruto yelled out as I tumbled through the air. I sidestepped again, between the girl and Pain.

"Get him out of here." I said, reaching behind me to pull out my naginata. "I'm his opponent now." Pain thrust his palm out again. I felt the repulsion move through me and land hard against the girl. I began to swipe at Pain. He used a rod to defend against each strike. I heard her land hard behind me. You better be alive. I spun around to the other side, throwing my naginata at his head. I followed it instantly with a shock of lightning. He dodged my naginata and repulsed both my lightning and me. As I tumbled through the air again, I watched as the girl reached Naruto and tried to free him again. Pain threw her into the air, slammed her down between himself and the boy, then took the same rod and drove it through her. The nine tails chakra was leaking out of Naruto quickly. I sidestepped again, picking up the girl before sidestepping out of the battle field.

I laid her down gently. She was still alive – for now. I focused my chakra into my hands and tried to slow the bleeding. Healing jutsu were my worst techniques. I growled. With Naruto using the nine tails' chakra like this, there was no way that I would be able to get in the fight.

"Is Hinata alive?" A pink haired girl yelled as she ran over rubble to me.

"Yes, but she needs someone adept at healing jutsu," I said. I could feel the chakra of the nine tails' and of Pain retreating away from the village. The pink haired girl got onto her knees across from me and began to take over. "I'm going to go after the two."

"Be careful. Naruto's at six tails, he doesn't know what he's doing." The girl explained, worry creasing her face.

"I've got him," I stood, instantly sidestepping. I reached the two in the middle of a gorge. Seven tails already? I focused my chakra into my belly, opening up seven of my eyes and began to consume the chakra of the nine tails. If I could consume just enough, then he would return to his normal self again. My body felt hot as the anger that caused Naruto's transformation flowed into me. Another tail sprang up, then another. I forced open two more of my eyes to keep the consumption rate the same. Shit, if I had to open up my last eye then we were all in trouble.

Pain moved to stand beside me. "Why are you putting yourself at risk?" I let out a low growl. He grunted in reply. A tail disappeared. I let out a short breath as I released one of my own eyes. "We could easily take the two of you with us after you've completed that technique."

"I dare you to try," I barked as a second tail dispersed. I dropped another eye. I would need a technique that could use up as much of his chakra as possible. I would not repeat last time. Suddenly, the remaining seven tails disappeared. I closed off all of my eyes as Naruto returned to his normal self. How was I going to get rid of his chakra? I gripped my naginata, forcing the chakra into the blade. His red chakra swirled around the blade as it extended out another two feet. I began to attack, swinging my weapon widely, yet swift and precise. He tried to use his rod to attack me directly, but I grabbed it with my free hand. I held him close as I slashed at him from a closer range. The rod burned my hand. He repelled my weapon. I let it fly widely out of my hand. "Bad move." I gripped his shoulder tightly with my own free hand and began to channel chakra into him. I used as much of the nine tails' chakra as possible before the spark detonated and the explosion sent me flying back. I hit the rock wall behind me hard, my back cracking on impact. I hit the ground below on my side. I watched with hazy eyes as Naruto walked towards me with my naginata. I sat up slowly, leaned over, coughing hard. A small puddle of blood splashed below me, more trickling from my mouth.

"Are you okay?" Naruto asked me, extending a hand. I nodded as I hastily took it. He pulled me up to my feet. "Just who are you?"

I forced a pained laughed. "It's only been seven years and you forgot me." He handed me my naginata. I took it, sliding it into my belt. He gave me a confused look. "Corrine."

He jumped back a few feet, looking me over in pure shock. "No way. Y-you're so different!" He walked around me once. "Damn you got strong." I chuckled, coughing up more blood. "You need to get back to Konoha!"

"I'll be alright," I reassured him. "My body's just not used to your chakra."

His face paled. "You're why I felt as if I was being drained!"

I nodded, "you would have been gone if I hadn't." I scanned the area for any sign of Pain. Nothing. "You're still strong enough to go and find the real Pain, right?" He nodded. "I'll let the village know what happened."

"Can you make sure that Hinata's alright?" He asked, casting his eyes downward.

"Of course," I smiled, sidestepping. I stood back in Konoha, just mere meters away from where I had left Hinata in the care of that medical ninja.

"Corrine!" I gave a small wave to the group that I had abandoned far back. "What did you do?" Tenten rushed over to me. "You look like crap."

"I know I do," I sighed, wiping my mouth of any remnants of blood. I coughed again, blood landing on my leg. I forced my chakra through my body, trying to heal any damage done by the foreign chakra. "How's she doing?"

"Hinata'll be fine." The pink haired girl said. I watched as a shadow covered me. I looked over the sandaled feet and up into Neji's eyes.

"Thank you," Neji said, bowing his head sharply.

I looked at him confused. "For what? I couldn't save the village from being destroyed."

He stood upright again, shaking his head slightly, "for saving Hinata." I was about to protest. I had barely helped her.

"Hinata's awake!" The pink haired girl yelled. I moved my head just enough to see her slowly sitting up. Thank god she was okay.

"Wh-where's Naruto?" Hinata asked, looking around at the group. "Is he okay?"

I tried to make my way to her, stumbling as I coughed up more blood. Both Neji and Tenten caught me to stop me from falling. "Sakura – can you look over Corrine?" Tenten asked, worried.

"I'll be fine," I tried to pull away from the two. The medic-nin stood and rushed over to me as I was gently forced to the ground. "I'm fine."

The pink haired girl and Tenten sent me a killing glare. "You're coughing up blood. Let me work." Sakura growled. I slowly allowed myself to lay back as her hands focused over my stomach. It only took a moment for her to know the after effect of what I had done. "All of your organs and systems have been damaged. Just what did you do?" I could feel my muscles knit themselves together and bleeding cease. She was good.

"I stopped Naruto from going past the eight tails and got rid of the last fake Pain," I explained. Sakura shared a hesitant look with Neji while Hinata smiled and thanked me. Green lights began to fall from the sky and land upon the bodies of the deceased. I felt a rush of chakra surge through the decimated town. Everyone watched in shock as those that were dead began to rise again, as if nothing had even happened to them. Sakura stopped healing me for a second, and the pain from my injured organs flooded back. I bit the inside of my check. "Go take care of them – I'll be fine." Sakura looked me over once, nodded and rushed off to check everyone who was coming back to life. I sat up, the pain far more noticeable now. I waited a moment – all the while Tenten lectured me on running off to fight – before I rose to my feet.


End file.
